
MyGuide to:  
Evaluating your  
Medicare options
In the third of a three-part series of resources about transitioning to 
Medicare, we provide tips for using a benefits comparison worksheet 
and other resources.

Benefits comparison worksheet
The worksheet on the back of this resource can help you compare  
coverage and costs of different Medicare plans. 

Questions guide you in calculating a plan’s:

Annual premiums, 
deductibles, and 
out-of-pocket (OOP) limits.

Outpatient, hospital, and 
emergency care coverage.

Pharmacy benefits, including the 
drug formulary list, which may tell 
you whether your immune globulin 
(Ig) medication is covered.

As you navigate the evaluation of Medicare options,  
education and self-advocacy can help. So can our Patient 
Advocates. For our complete Medicare resources series,  
contact a Patient Advocate at 855-250-5111.   

Visit these third-party resources
• State Health Insurance Assistance  

Program (SHIP)—These programs provide 
counseling services to Medicare beneficiaries. 
They review plan specifics and assist in making 
educated, informed Medicare decisions.     

• Hardship assistance program—This is aid that 
may be available through your infusion provider.

• Drug discount companies (GoodRx, 
NeedyMeds, ScriptSave WellRx)— 
The drug discount companies negotiate  
prices with pharmacies and your cost for a 
prescription medication may be less than  
what you’d pay under Part D.

• Medicare.gov and primaryimmune.org— 
These and other sites offer comprehensive 
worksheets and resources online.

MyGuide to:  

Medicare basics

In the first of a three-part series of resources about transitioning to 

Medicare, let’s start by learning the basics with this overview of coverage, 

eligibility, and enrollment.

When you can enroll

There’s a seven-month enrollment period for Medicare: the month you turn 65 and the three months before and after. If you 

enroll outside of this period, you may pay a penalty in the form of increased premiums. If you want to make changes, you are 

allowed to do that during the first three months you are enrolled and during annual open enrollment periods. 

Part
Coverage

Eligibility and enrollment

At some place 

Often called  

Original Medicare, 

along with Part B

• Provides coverage at inpatient hospital 

settings, skilled nursing facilities, nursing 

homes, hospice, and home.

• Covers 80% of the amount Medicare  

allows for the service.

• People receiving Social Security benefits 

will automatically be enrolled in Part A.

• If you have not filed for Social Security, 

your Part A enrollment is not automatic. 

• Most people qualify for what is called 

Premium-free Part A based on work 

history and taxes.

• If you do not qualify, you can enroll with  

a premium.

Basic medical

Often called  

Original Medicare, 

along with Part A

• Provides coverage for doctor’s visits, 

outpatient care, durable medical 

equipment, infusion drugs, and certain 

specialty pharmacy services.

• Covers 80% of the amount Medicare  

allows for the service.

• After you become eligible at age 65, 

there will be a late enrollment penalty (in 

the form of an increased premium) if you 

are not automatically enrolled and you 

do not enroll. The penalty amount 

depends on how long you went without 

enrolling since you were first eligible.

• Only people receiving Social Security 

benefits for at least four months prior to 

turning 65 are enrolled automatically.

• If you are still working or you have 

coverage through a working spouse or 

retiree coverage, you may qualify for a 

Special Enrollment Period. To learn 

more, go to medicare.gov/sign-up- 

change-plans/how-do-i-get-parts-a-b/

should-i-get-parts-a-b

MyGuide to:  Medicare with PI In the second of a three-part series of resources about transitioning  

to Medicare, we look at considerations for people living with primary 

immunodeficiency (PI). Choose coverage that works for your  

treatment and care.

Understand your needs to find the Medicare plans that meet them

The way you use healthcare is unique to you. How often do you need services? 

Know what services you use
How many times in the past year have you…

•	 Visited your primary care physician?
•	 Visited a specialist?•	 Visited an ER or urgent care facility?

•	 Had lab work or imaging done?
•	 Purchased prescriptions?

Compare costs and benefits
What you need to know to make an informed 

decision...
•	What is the monthly/annual  
premium cost?•	Will you have a deductible?•	What are your out-of-pocket costs?

Assess coverage for PI
People living with PI say it’s important to consider immune globulin (Ig) and home treatment.

Look at Ig treatment Make sure to verify coverage for PI before 

choosing your plans.•	 Is Ig treatment covered as a medical or 

prescription	benefit?•	 Which options might reduce out-of-pocket 

costs for Ig? Is there better coverage 

combining Parts B & G or choosing Part 

C? (You cannot combine Part C/Advantage 

and Part G/Medigap.)•	 Consider that some Advantage plans only 

cover Ig at 80% or less. •	 Advantage plans also have the option to 

apply step therapy.

Review home treatment 
Compare	Part	B	and	Part	D	benefits.
•	 Access to home Ig therapy under the Part 

B	benefit	depends	on	your	diagnosis.
•	 For a diagnosis that’s not covered  

for home Ig, Part B covers treatment  

at a hospital or infusion center. If you 

choose home treatment, your coverage 

goes to Part D, which has higher 
out-of-pocket costs. •	Go here for more information about 

Medicare Ig coverage: primaryimmune.

org/news/understanding-benefits- 
medicare-part-b-coverage-pi-diagnoses

Plan Cost Comparison Worksheet

Plan Name(s)
Annual premium $ $ $
Financial
Annual deductible $ $ $
Coinsurance $ $ $
Preventive Care
Annual physical exam copays and/or coinsurance $ $ $
Annual immunizations copays and/or coinsurance $ $ $
Outpatient Care (ongoing copays after deductible is met)
Physician’s office visit copays $ $ $
Specialist’s office visit copays $ $ $
Surgical expense $ $ $
Laboratory services expense $ $ $
Hospital Care Charges (inpatient services)
Physician’s and surgeon’s services expense $ $ $
Immune Globulin Therapy
Copays/coinsurance $ $ $
Are nursing and ancillary fees covered? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Total Estimated Cost per Healthcare Plan $ $ $

Pharmacy Benefit
Do you have a copy of the plan’s drug formulary list? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Yearly deductible (pharmacy) $ $ $
Copay Tier 1 (generics) $ $ $
Copay Tier 2 (brand/preferred) $ $ $
Copay Tier 3 (brand/non-preferred) $ $ $
Coinsurance Tier 4 (specialty tier)  
% of cost share or copay dollar amount

%  
$

%  
$

%  
$

If your plan(s) has a specialty tier with coinsurance,  
is there a maximum OOP cost for each prescription? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No

Is there a yearly OOP maximum? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Is Ig covered under the pharmacy benefit? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Do you have more than one choice of pharmacy provider? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Total Estimated Cost per Pharmacy Plan $ $ $

Takeda Commitment. Takeda strives toward better health and a brighter future for people worldwide through leading innovation  
in medicine. We are committed to leading the way in plasma-derived therapies, which are a core part of our business and reflect our 
consistent, overarching values of integrity, fairness, honesty, and perseverance. As plasma is critical for the treatment of a variety  
of chronic, rare diseases, Takeda’s investment, focus, and commitment to plasma is top priority.

©2021 Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc. 300 Shire Way, Lexington, MA 02421. 1-877-TAKEDA-7 (1-877-825-3327). 
All rights reserved. TAKEDA and the TAKEDA logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Takeda Pharmaceutical 
Company Limited. MYIGSOURCE is a registered trademark of Baxalta Incorporated, a Takeda company.
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Follow us on     facebook.com/MyIgSource and           @myigsource
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Plan Cost Comparison Worksheet

Plan Name(s)
Annual premium $ $ $
Financial
Annual deductible $ $ $
Coinsurance $ $ $
Preventive Care
Annual physical exam copays and/or coinsurance $ $ $
Annual immunizations copays and/or coinsurance $ $ $
Outpatient Care (ongoing copays after deductible is met)
Physician’s office visit copays $ $ $
Specialist’s office visit copays $ $ $
Surgical expense $ $ $
Laboratory services expense $ $ $
Hospital Care Charges (inpatient services)
Physician’s and surgeon’s services expense $ $ $
Immune Globulin Therapy
Copays/coinsurance $ $ $
Are nursing and ancillary fees covered? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Total Estimated Cost per Healthcare Plan $ $ $

Pharmacy Benefit
Do you have a copy of the plan’s drug formulary list? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Yearly deductible (pharmacy) $ $ $
Copay Tier 1 (generics) $ $ $
Copay Tier 2 (brand/preferred) $ $ $
Copay Tier 3 (brand/non-preferred) $ $ $
Coinsurance Tier 4 (specialty tier)  
% of cost share or copay dollar amount

%  
$

%  
$

%  
$

If your plan(s) has a specialty tier with coinsurance,  
is there a maximum OOP cost for each prescription? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No

Is there a yearly OOP maximum? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Is Ig covered under the pharmacy benefit? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Do you have more than one choice of pharmacy provider? Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
Total Estimated Cost per Pharmacy Plan $ $ $

Takeda Commitment. Takeda strives toward better health and a brighter future for people worldwide through leading innovation  
in medicine. We are committed to leading the way in plasma-derived therapies, which are a core part of our business and reflect our 
consistent, overarching values of integrity, fairness, honesty, and perseverance. As plasma is critical for the treatment of a variety  
of chronic, rare diseases, Takeda’s investment, focus, and commitment to plasma is top priority.

©2021 Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc. 300 Shire Way, Lexington, MA 02421. 1-877-TAKEDA-7 (1-877-825-3327). 
All rights reserved. TAKEDA and the TAKEDA logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Takeda Pharmaceutical 
Company Limited. MYIGSOURCE is a trademark or registered trademark of Baxalta Incorporated, a Takeda company.
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